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11.—Literacy.t

The results of the census of 1921 with regard to literacy furnish most encour-
aging evidence of the progressive elimination of illiteracy in Canada. Indeed, the
rate of progress is not adequately shown by the comparison made in Table 38
between literacy in 1921 and in the two preceding censuses, since this comparison
can be made only for the ages of 5 years and over, and experience has shown that
the illiteracy of children in the quinquennial age group between 5 and 9 years of
age is practically meaningless. '
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Literacy of Population over 10 years of age by Age-groups and Birth-
places.~—The proportion of the population 10 years of age and over totally illiterate
—that is, unable to read and wrile in any language—was 5-10 p.c. in 1921, as shown

1For more detailed information ses tables on pp. 545-689 of Vol. IT of the Censuz of 1921, pablished by
the Dominion Bureay of Statmtm. also speciel census monograph *'Ifliteracy and School Attendance in
Canada", s atudy of the Censue of 192



